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Call = _________________________________________________ 
 

A Call God Honors: 
 
I. ___________________________, not use others to serve self  
I Sam. 2:12-17 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know the LORD 

13 and the custom of the priests with the people. When any man was offering a 
sacrifice, the priest's servant would come while the meat was boiling, with a 
three-pronged fork in his hand.  14 Then he would thrust it into the pan, or 
kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fork brought up the priest would take for 
himself. Thus they did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there.  15 Also, 
before they burned the fat, the priest's servant would come and say to the man 
who was sacrificing, "Give the priest meat for roasting, as he will not take 
boiled meat from you, only raw."  16 If the man said to him, "They must surely 
burn the fat first, and then take as much as you desire," then he would say, "No, 
but you shall give it to me now; and if not, I will take it by force."  17 Thus the 
sin of the young men was very great before the LORD, for the men despised the 
offering of the LORD.  

  

● Were called, but used call to serve selves not others. 
● Cheated God and worshipers.  

 
 
I Sam. 2:18-19 Now Samuel was ministering before the LORD, as a boy wearing a 

linen ephod.  19 And his mother would make him a little robe and bring it to him 
from year to year when she would come up with her husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice. 

  
John 13:13-15 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  14 If I 

then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another's feet.  15 For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to 
you. 

 

Mark 10:43-45 "But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become 
great among you shall be your servant; 44 and whoever wishes to be first 
among you shall be slave of all.  45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

 

II.  _______________________________________, not arrogant  
 
I Sam. 2:22-25   Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons were doing to 

all Israel, and how they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting.  23 He said to them, "Why do you do such things, the evil 
things that I hear from all these people?  24 No, my sons; for the report is not 
good which I hear the LORD'S people circulating.  25 If one man sins against 
another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who can 
intercede for him?" But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for the 
LORD desired to put them to death. 

 
I Sam 2:26      ​Now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor both with the 

LORD and with men. 
  
I Sam 2:27-30 Then a man of God came to Eli and said to him, "Thus says the LORD, 

'Did I not indeed reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in 
Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh's house?  28 'Did I not choose them from all the 
tribes of Israel to be My priests, to go up to My altar, to burn incense, to carry 
an ephod before Me; and did I not give to the house of your father all the fire 
offerings of the sons of Israel?  29 Why do you kick at My sacrifice and at My 
offering which I have commanded in My dwelling, and honor your sons above 
Me, by making yourselves fat with the choicest of every offering of My people 
Israel?'  30 Therefore the LORD God of Israel declares, 'I did indeed say that 
your house and the house of your father should walk before Me forever'; but 
now the LORD declares, 'Far be it from Me-- for those who honor Me I will 
honor, and those who despise Me will be lightly esteemed.  

 

  
Point:  

  
Doggy Bag:  Something to take home and chew on! 
1.​   ​When have you seen leaders act as servants?  When have you seen 

them act self-serving? 
2. When have you seen church leaders act as servants?  When have 

you seen church leaders act self-serving? 
3. When have you felt called to serve?  How have you felt called to serve? 
4. When have you experienced joy and gratification in serving others?  
5. How (where) do you feel like God might be calling you to serve now?  

 
If you’d like to talk personally and confidentially w/ Pastor Todd about your relationship with Christ, 

please email pastortodd​@thevineva.org​ or call 703-573-5836 to set up an appointment. 
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